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workshops and mentoring programs 
while working to build cooperative re-
lationships with law enforcement per-
sonnel, businesses, and local govern-
ment officials. Kenneth Barnes and 
ROOT recently announced plans to ex-
pand the Guns Aside program to the 
top 15 cities affected by gun violence 
around the country. 

Ironically, September 29, 2004 marked 
not only the start of the Guns Aside 
campaign, but also the passage of the 
misnamed ‘‘District of Columbia Per-
sonal Protection Act’’ by the House of 
Representatives. Among other things, 
that legislation would repeal local laws 
in Washington, D.C. that ban the sale 
and possession of unregistered fire-
arms, require firearm registration, im-
pose common sense safe storage re-
quirements, and ban semiautomatic 
weapons. 

The Senate did not make the mistake 
of passing that legislation during the 
108th Congress. However, the bill was 
reintroduced last year and the Na-
tional Rifle Association has labeled it 
a ‘‘top legislative priority’’ for this 
year. 

I hope that the House and Senate Re-
publican Congressional leadership will 
reward the work of organizations like 
ROOT and reject the efforts of NRA 
lobbyists. We should respect the will of 
the people of Washington, DC, with re-
gard to local gun safety laws and work 
to support the efforts of antigun vio-
lence organizations around the country 
by passing commonsense gun safety 
legislation. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DAVE SERFLING 

∑ Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commemorate Dave Serfling, 
a Minnesota farmer, father, friend, and 
activist who died tragically on January 
8 while driving home from church. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to Dave’s 
family, especially his wife Diane, his 
daughter Hannah, and his son Ethan. 
Along with Dave’s immediate family, 
the family farming and sustainable ag-
riculture community in Minnesota also 
experienced a great loss on that Sun-
day morning. 

Dave raised hogs, beef cattle, sheep, 
and crops on 350 acres in southeast 
Minnesota’s Fillmore County. During 
his 46 years, he made extraordinary 
contributions to sustainable agri-
culture. As a key member of the Land 
Stewardship Project’s Federal Farm 
Policy Committee, Dave Serfling put 
his farming experience and analytical 
skills to work in developing a new farm 
program that would reward farmers for 
their environmental improvements to 
their farmlands. His ideas were cham-
pioned by the great Senator from Iowa, 
Mr. HARKIN, who was then chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. They became 
the genesis of Senator HARKIN’s Con-
servation Security Act, which is now a 

lasting legacy to Dave as an important 
nationwide agriculture program. 

Dave testified before the Senate for 
policies helping family farmers in Min-
nesota and across the Nation. His 
statement to the Senate Agriculture 
Committee on July 31, 2001, typified his 
philosophy on farm policy and farming 
itself: ‘‘I am a big believer in farm in-
genuity. . . . Please don’t tell the 
farmers how to farm. Just tell us what 
results you want to see on working 
land, give us meaningful financial in-
centives, and we American farmers will 
not let you down.’’ 

Dave’s involvement with the 2002 
farm bill was just one example of his 
contributions to sustainable agri-
culture and family farming. In 1987, he 
and his wife Diane were one of the 
original farm families to be involved in 
the Land Stewardship Project’s Stew-
ardship Farming Program, an on-farm 
research and information exchange ini-
tiative, which became a national model 
for farmer-to-farmer education. The 
Serflings continued to be involved in 
on-farm research and education during 
the past two decades. 

Throughout the years, Dave wrote 
extensively for various publications, 
including the Minneapolis-based Star 
Tribune and AgriNews. His writings 
and speeches combined Dave’s razor- 
sharp analytical abilities with his own 
family’s experiences as stewards of 
their Fillmore County farm. The 
Serfling farm had also been featured in 
the Christian Science Monitor, the Des 
Moines Register, the Chicago Tribune, 
and on National Public Radio. 

In recent years, Dave and Diane’s 
farm has been recognized for protecting 
the environment and raising animals 
humanely, while also making a profit. 
In 2005, Dave and Diane were given an 
Outstanding Conservationist award by 
the Minnesota Association of Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts. That 
same year, their farm was recognized 
by the national company, Niman 
Ranch, as a top producer of high-qual-
ity pork. 

Dave was also a role model for his 
children when it came to the idea of 
lifelong learning. In December 2005, he 
received a master’s degree in profes-
sional agriculture from Iowa State 
University after taking classes, one at 
a time, for 16 years. 

At the time of his death, Dave was 
working on new ideas for the 2007 farm 
bill. He was helping develop a new farm 
initiative for conservation, commodity 
program reform, and rural development 
based on local food and farming sys-
tems. 

Dave had his priorities right. He 
loved his family, he cared for his farm, 
and he worked for the betterment of 
his community and society. He lived 
his faith. Dave Serfling’s absence from 
farming, farm policy, and Minnesota 
will be felt for a long time to come. 
However, he has left a legacy of stew-
ardship of the land and a practical vi-
sion for family farming that will ben-
efit today’s farmers and future genera-
tions. Thank you, Dave. Rest in peace.∑ 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bills were read the first 
time: 

S. 2271. A bill to clarify that individuals 
who receive FISA orders can challenge non-
disclosure requirements, that individuals 
who receive national security letters are not 
required to disclose the name of their attor-
ney, that libraries are not wire or electronic 
communication service providers unless they 
provide specific services, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2273. A bill to make available funds in-
cluded in the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 
for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
Act of 1981 program for fiscal year 2006, and 
for other purposes. 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. SUNUNU (for himself, Mr. 
CRAIG, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and Mr. 
HAGEL): 

S. 2271. A bill to clarify that individuals 
who receive FISA orders can challenge non-
disclosure requirements, that individuals 
who receive national security letters are not 
required to disclose the name of their attor-
ney, that libraries are not wire or electronic 
communication service providers unless they 
provide specific services, and for other pur-
poses; read the first time. 

By Mr. COLEMAN (for himself and Mr. 
JOHNSON): 

S. 2272. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the deduction 
for host families of foreign exchange and 
other students from $50 per month to $200 per 
month; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr. COLE-
MAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. SMITH, Mr. THUNE, 
Mr. SANTORUM, and Mr. JEFFORDS): 

S. 2273. A bill to make available funds in-
cluded in the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 
for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
Act of 1981 program for fiscal year 2006, and 
for other purposes; read the first time. 

By Mr. DOMENICI: 
S. 2274. A bill to establish a language arts 

facility for Homeland Security personnel and 
law enforcement officers; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. SHELBY: 
S. 2275. A bill to temporarily increase the 

borrowing authority of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency for carrying out 
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